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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I | ^ international application as originally filed 
the description: 

Pages i-i8 

pages , — ~— . 

pages ~ — __ 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



the claims: 



1-19 



pages 
pages 
pages 



. t , as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 



1/8-8/8 



pages 



_ , as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 



filed with the letter of 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



2 " Xt'effi aI1 ^ eIem , entS above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 

the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item ^ ^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language . wh i c h is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

|_| the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing- application, me international 

□ contained in the international application in written form 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| — I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

LJ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. □ ™'7° rt ^ haS , been esta bjished as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* * P !lT™L?^ t0 the recei TS Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 

ald toj?) originally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-19 



1-19 



1-19 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 

Dl: US-A-5 216 631 (SLIWA JR JOHN W) 1 June 1993 
(1993-06-01) 



Document Dl (see figures 2 and 3; column 12, line 3 
to column 13, line 10) , which is considered to be 
the prior art closest to the subject matter of claim 
1, describes (the reference signs between 
parentheses apply to this document) a data recording 
device comprising a two-dimensional array of 
microdots (27) lying in a plane facing a storage 
medium (26, 35), and electronic addressing and 
microdot monitoring means so that data can be 
recorded on the storage medium, which storage medium 
includes a flexible web (35) supported on 
cantilevers (7) . 



It follows that the subject matter of claim 1 
differs from the content of Dl in that a frame 
supporting the flexible web defines a plurality of 
recesses, and at least one microdot is associated 
with each recess. 
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Therefore, the subject matter of claim 1 is novel 
(PCT Article 33(2) ) . 

2. The problem that the present invention is intended 
to solve can thus be considered to be that of 
providing a suitable means for supporting or 
upholding the flexible web on which the microdots 
exert pressure. 



However, the available prior art documents either do 
not describe a flexible web or do not relate to a 
recording device including microdots. As a result, 
the stated problem has not been addressed in said 
prior art, and the content of said documents could 
not constitute a solution to the problem. 

For this reason, the solution proposed in claim 1 of 
the present application is considered to involve an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

Claims 2 to 19 are dependent on claim 1 and thus 
also comply, as such, with the requirements of 
novelty and inventive step of the PCT. 

Contrary to the requirement of PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii), 
the relevant prior art disclosed in document Dl has 
not been indicated in the description, nor has this 
document been cited. 

Claim 1 has not been properly defined with respect 
to document Dl. 
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2. Ce RAPPORT comprend 5 feuilles, y compris la presente feuille de couverture. 

aupres de ("administration chargee de rWM^iM^^Si'ff,^^.^ rectifications fates 
des Instructions administrates du rct^ Pre"mina.re international (voir la regie 70.16 et ('instruction ( 

Ces annexes comprennent feuilles. 



qui 
607 



Le present rapport contient des indications et les pages correspondantes relatives 



aux points suivants : 



I 




II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Base de Popinion 
Priority 

SKSSffl Uart * ' a nou "" u * ^ '"-ntive et la 
Absence d'unite de ^invention 

Certains documents cites 

Irregularis dans la demande Internationale 

Observations relatives a la demande Internationale 
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prelimlnaire International y 



Office europ6en des brevets 
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RAPPORT D'EXAMEN 

PRELIMINAIRE INTERNATIONAL Demande internationale n° PCT/FR 03>D 2879 

I. Base du rapport 

1 ' ^fco q o U iS^£ ,SS t ' iment | dS la demande Internationale (les feuilhs de remplacement qui ont 6t6 

remises a i office recepteur en riponse a une invitation faite conform§ment a I'article 14 sont considfrJes dans 
le present rapport, comme "initialement deposees" et ne sont pasjointes en annexe au «SSm5ES»S£f 
contiennent pas de modifications (regies 70.16 et 70. 17)) : pasjo,nws en annexe au ra PP°rt Puisqu el/es ne 

Description, Pages 

1-18 telles qu'initialement deposees 
Revendications, No. 

1-19 telles qu'initialement deposees 
Dessins, Feuilles 

1^8-8/B telles qu'initialement deposees 

2. En ce qui concerns la langue, tous les elements indiques ci-dessus etaient a la disposition de ('administration 

s^isa?^ 1 ^ dans ,aquel,e ,a demande - « ^posee? aftsar" 

Ces elements etaient a la disposition de Padministration ou lui ont ete remis dans la langue suivante: ,qui est: 

□ la langue d'une traduction remise aux fins de la recherche Internationale (selon la regie 23.1 (b)). 

□ la langue de publication de la demande internationale (selon la regie 48.3(b)). 

D 55II) 9UG d6 - a traduction remise aux fins de '' ex amen preliminaire Internationale (selon la regie 55.2 ou 

3. En ce qui concerns les sequences de nucleotides ou d'acide aminesdivulguees dans la demande 
SqScTs 3 : ( ^ ] ' Xame " pr6liminaire internationale a ete effectue sur la base Onstage des 

□ contenu dans la demande internationale, sous forme ecrite. 

□ depose avec la demande internationale, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ remis ulterieurement a I'administration, sous forme ecrite. 

□ remis ulterieurement a I'administration, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

° 2S&S2?' S f '°» n laqUel J e l e listag J e de . s sequences par ecrit et foumi ulterieurement ne va pas au-dela 
de la divulgation faite dans la demande telle que deposee, a ete fournie. 

□ La declaration selon laquelle les informations enregistrees sous dechiffrable par ordinateur sont identiaues 
a celles du listages des sequences Presente par ecrit, a ete fournie. "ra.naieur sont wentiques 

4. Les modifications ont entraTne I'annulation : 

□ de la description, pages : 

□ des revendications, nos : 

□ des dessins, feuilles : 
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5 □ Le present rapport a ete formula abstraction faite (de certaines) des modifications, qui ont ete considerees 
comme allant au-dela de I'expose de 1'invention tel qu'il a ete d6pose, comme il est indiqu6 ci-apres (regie 
70.2(c)) : 

(Toute feuille de remplacement comportant des modifications de cette nature doit etre indiquee au point 1 
et annex§e au present rapport.) 

6. Observations complementaires, le cas echeant : 

V. Declaration motlvee selon ['article 35(2) quant a la nouveaute, lactivite inventive et la possibility 
d'application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de cette declaration 

1. Declaration 
Nouveaut§ 

Activite inventive 



Oui: 


Revendications 


1-19 


Non: 


Revendications 




Oui: 


Revendications 


1-19 


Non: 


Revendications 




Oui: 


Revendications 


1-19 


Non: 


Revendications 





2. Citations et explications 
voir feuille separee 



Formulalre PCT/IPEA/409 (Janvier 2004) 



RAPPORT D' EXAM EN Demands internationale n° PCT/FR 03/02879 
PRELIM1NA1RE INTERNATIONAL - FEU1LLE SEPAREE 



Concernan t le point V 

Declaration motivee quant a la nouveaute, I'activite inventive et la possibility 
d'application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de cette declaration 

1) . II est fait reference au document suivant: 

D1: US-A-5 216 631 (SLIWA JR JOHN W) 1 juin 1993 (1993-06-01) 

Le document D1 (voir figures 2 et 3; colonne 12, ligne 3 a colonne 13, ligne 10), 
qui est considere comme etant I'etat de la technique le plus proche de I'objet de la 
revendication 1 , decrit (les references entre parentheses s'appliquent a ce 
document): un dispositif d'enregistrement de donnees comportant un reseau 
bidimensionnel de micro-pointes(27), dispose dans un plan face & un support de 
memoire (26, 35), et de moyens electroniques d'adressage et de controle des 
micro-pointes de maniere a permettre I'enregistrement de donnees sur le support 
de memoire, le support de memoire comprenant une membrane souple (35) 
port^e par des cantilevers (7). 

Par consequent, I'objet de la revendication 1 differe du contenue de D1 en ce que: 
un cadre supportant la membrane souple forme une pluralite d'alveoles, au moins 
une micro-pointe 6tant associee a chaque alveole. 

Lobjet de la revendication 1 est done nouveau (article 33(2) PCT). 

2) . Le probleme que la presente invention se propose de resoudre peut done etre 

considere comme etant de trouver une fagon appropriee de soutenir ou supporter 
la membrane souple soumise a la pression des micro-pointes. 

Neanmoins, les documents disponibles de Tetat de la technique, soit ne divulgue 
pas de membrane souple, soit ne conceme pas de dispositif d'enregistrement 
comprenant des micro-pointes; de ce fait, le probleme pos6 n'existe pas dans cet 
etat de la technique, et le contenu de ces documents ne pourra pas apporter de 
solution & ce probleme. 

C'est pourquoi, la solution proposee dans la revendication 1 de la presente 
demande est consideree comme impliquant une activite inventive (article 33(3) 
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PCT). 

3) . Les revendications 2 a 19 dependent de la revendication 1 et satisfont done 

egalement, en tant que telles, aux conditions requises par le PCT en ce qui 
concerne la nouveaute et I'activite inventive. 

4) . Contrairement a ce qu'exige la regie 5.1 a) ii) PCT, la description n'indique pas 

I'etat de la technique anterieure pertinent expose dans le document D1 et ne cite 
pas ce document. 

La revendication 1 n'est pas correctement delimitee par rapport a ce document 
D1. 
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